
228 The Library.

The lady readers are separated from the general public by a rail. The
fi;tings are from the borough surveyor's design, instructed by Mr. Kirkby,
the Borough Librarian. The contractor for the building is Mr. J. O.
Jewsbury, and the architect is Mr. Arthur A. Hind, A.R.I.B.A.

Alderman Mott again presided, and, in opening the proceedings, said
that more money had been spent on that library than on the one on tht
Aylestone Park, owing to the understanding that some of the wealthy in-
habitants would contribute towards its maintenance. A very good room
had been provided, and was fitted with two thousand volumes of selected
literature. The Mayor said he was glad Knighton was one of the
favoured districts, because it had a large population which would, no
doubt, in the course of a few years be doubled and trebled. He trusted
that the library might prove a blessing to the neighbourhood, and would
lead to their better acquaintance with literature, and thus improve the
minds and habits of the people who lived around. Sir Israel Hart
moved a vote of thanks to the Mayor, and said that it was a matter of
much rejoicing to him to see realised one of his dearest hopes—the
development of branch libraries. Mr. Stevenson, supporting the motion,
said the ceremonies of that day were two of the most precious fruits of
the Borough Extension Act It was a gratification to see the Corpora-
tion, with the energy and breadth of view that characterised their efforts,
working in the direction of the establishment of public libraries.

The motion was adopted unanimously.
The libraries are open every evening from 6.30 to 10 p.m., and on

Saturdays from 3 to 10 p.m.; and each contains upwards of two thousand
volumes.

"Ebe Scbool anb tbe
We extract the following useful note from The Schoolmaster for

March 21, 1896 :—
"I t appears that the provision of school libraries is still very in-

adequate, and that the use made of existing libraries is often unsatis-
factory. It is desirable that careful attention be paid to this matter.
A good library may be considered as the necessary complement of an
efficient school apparatus, and should be proportioned to the number in
average attendance.

" As regards its use, the main object is to accustom children to look
to books as a never-failing source of pleasure and profit If the feeling
that a book is a pleasurable thing were more early inculcated, there
would be a greater likelihood of a permanent retention of the habit of
reading beyond the years of school attendance.

" The following are points worthy of consideration as to the use of
libraries :—

"(1) The distribution of the books should not be a haphazard
arrangement. The most effective system is a periodic circulation
of the library in suitable lots, amongst the class teachers, each of
whom, being in closer contact with the children than any head-
master can be, can see that suitable books be borrowed, and by
personal influence encourage very greatly any nascent desire for
reading in individual children.

"(2) Girls should have the same facilities as boys. In schools
of any considerable size the girls' library should be in the girls'
school. Even when the total supply of books is small, it is best to
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divide them into two lots, which should be changed from time to
time, for use in separate libraries.

" (3) The use of public libraries, which often contain a special
children's library, may be wisely encouraged amongst school children
before they leave school. Teachers may make themselves acquainted
with the nearest public library, and interest the children in it by
explaining its use and advantages, and even by taking them round
it at convenieat times.

" (4) The circulation of libraries from school to school has often
been found most beneficial in varying the supply of books, and
extending their general usefulness. A town School Board has
special facilities for working this system, but in country districts
similar arrangements may easily be made by a combination of
schools for this purpose.

" (5) Some such organised system as that of the National Home
Reading Union of Surrey House, Victoria Embankment, London,
may often be made a valuable instrument in the teacher's hands in
the higher classes of a school, and tend to the continuation of the
habit of reading beyond school age, as well as to the more intelligent
appreciation of what is read.

" Cost of the School Libraries.—It is now enacted under Art. 90,
that you may lawfully spend money on a school library."

Xcgal notes an& Queries.
[Under this heading questions on Public Library law which have

been submitted to the Hon. Solicitor of the L.A. are reported, together
with the answers he has given. All questions should be addressed to the
Hon. Solicitor, H. W. FOVARGUE, ESQ., TOWN HALL, EASTBOURNE,
who will send his replies direct to correspondents, on the condition that
both question and answer are to be published in the LIBRARY.]

PROSECUTIONS FOR DAMAGE TO LIBRARY PROPERTY.

Question.
A boy has cut out a picture from a magazine in the reading room of

the Central Free Library. He has not taken the picture away, as he was
seen to commit the actj and the picture was rescued.

The point which arises is, under which section of the Act of 34 & 25
Vic, cap. 97, proceedings should be taken.

Some months ago, another boy was summoned under both sections,
39 and 52. Under section 39, magistrates have no power to deal with
the offence summarily, the result being that the case would have had to
be sent to the sessions. The boy's father paid the amount of the damage
done to the book, and the summons was accordingly withdrawn, and the
stipendiary was of opinion that the case did not come under section 52
but under section 39.

Do you think that the Free Library eon be said to be " open for the
admission of the public . . . to view same . . . by the per-
mission of tht proprietor thereof ? That is, can the Corporation as the
Library Authority under the Public Libraries Act, 1882, be deemed to
be the proprietor, seeing that the Library is not, strictly speaking, open by
their permission ? As if they shut it up, probably a mandamus would be
applied for to keep it open so long as the rate was levied.
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